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MTS LAUNCHES SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT STANDARDS:
 “Best for the Triple Bottom Line©” 

June 13, 2005 Chicago – The Institute for Market Transformation to Sustainability (MTS), including its Members Gensler, Knoll and DMJM Design, announces its Sustainable Product Standards certifying products “best for the triple bottom line©.”
· “Products with the highest market value are recognized as best for the triple bottom line© of global environment, economy and social equity,” according to Ken Baker, Vice President of Gensler and Chairman of MTS’ Sustainable Textile Committee that developed the consensus Sustainable Textile Standard 2.0©. 

· In April 2005, Knoll introduced the Chadwick™ Chair featuring Milliken Fabric committed to meeting the requirements of the Sustainable Textile Standard 2.0© and be certified.  “’Best for the triple bottom line©’ means the fabric on Knoll’s Chadwick™ Chair meets rigorous environmental and social requirements across the global supply chain,” says Ginny Dyson, IIDA, LEED AP, in DMJM Design’s Washington DC office.  “Obviously we’re very proud of our sustainable partnership with Milliken and this important achievement improving global environment, economy, and social equity,” says Lou Newett, Knoll Environmental Director.

Milliken’s Earth Square Carpet is another product committed to meeting the requirements of the 1.0 version of Standard at the Gold level, and is 99%+ reused carpet that is cleaned, re-dyed and trimmed in a closed loop process.  Earth Square is covered in the Standard’s online training program sponsored by the International Interior  Design Association (IIDA), Gensler, DMJM Design, Shaw, Catalyst Partners, The Carpet and Rug Institute and MTS:  http://mts.sustainableproducts.com/test/thankyous.html.  Earth Square is well positioned in the market since the State of California proposed California Gold in April to purchase all of its carpet at the Gold/EPP level of the MTS Textile Standard.
“IIDA remains committed to the development of sustainable design, research and education.  We support the work of MTS and are proud to partner on this important initiative,” said Cheryl Durst, Hon. IIDA, IIDA’s Executive Vice President.  IIDA is a professional networking and educational association of more than 10,000 designers in eight specialty forums, nine regions, and more than 30 chapters around the world. 

Other MTS Sustainable Product Standards for products best for the triple bottom line© are:

· Sustainable/EPP Flooring©.  (Standards process launched May 12)  
· Sustainable/EPP Furniture©  (Standards process to be launched July 12)
· Sustainable Product Standard Template© 
The Textile Standard was developed by the MTS Sustainable Textile Committee:  Leon Alevantis, California Department of Health Services; Ken Baker, Gensler; Scott Bartolomei, Milliken; John Blue, California Integrated Waste Management Board; Steve Bradfield, Shaw; Dan Burgoyne, California Department of General Services; Ginny Dyson, DMJM Design; Howard Elder, J&J/Invision/The Carpet and Rug Institute; Frank Endrenyi, Mohawk; Paul Firth, Interface; Bill Gregory, Milliken; Sherrie Gruder, University of Wisconsin; Stuart Jones, Interface; Bill Malloch, Nike; Cynthia Moore, State of Wisconsin; Lou Newett, Knoll; Tim Nolan, State of Minnesota; Jerry Parker, State of Washington; Paul Paydos, Interface Fabrics Group; Doug Pierce, Perkins+Will; Kirsten Ritchie, Scientific Certification Systems; Mark Ryan, Invista/Dupont; Ken Wilson, Envision Design/IIDA; Keith Winn, Catalyst Partners; and Gabe Wing, Herman Miller.

The Standard has 39 sponsors, including the Natural Resources Defense Council; the States of California, Wisconsin and Iowa; the leading carpet, fabric and apparel manufacturers, and world’s largest building owners/operators, including the Pentagon and Johnson Controls.  It provides the following global benefits:

· Textile Rating System:  Sustainable, Silver, Gold/EPP & Platinum/EPP Sustainable Textile Achievement Levels

· Multiple Environmental, Social, and Economic Benefits over the supply chain

· Business Benefits:  cost savings, design innovation, product differentiation, long-term customer relationships, liability reduction

· Market Definition of Sustainable Textile for carpet, fabric and apparel

· Life Cycle Performance Requirements for sustainable textiles 

· Maximum Credit/Recognition over All Product Stages/Entire Supply Chain for certified products best for the triple bottom line© with:

      -    100% reduction of over 1,000 pollutants covering 12 environmental impacts

      -    100% use of Green-e renewable power

      -    100% post-consumer recycled or organic/BMP bio-based materials

      -    100% Reuse/Product Reclamation

      -    Social equity requirements
# # #

MTS:  (1) defined sustainable products, (2) identified & develops consensus, transparent, and life cycle based Sustainable Products Standards, including Sustainable Textile, Flooring & Furniture (3) establishes sustainable products’ purchasing programs, (4) conducts Sustainable Products & Clean Vehicle Training & Online Training©; currently, there are no competitors, (5) conducts sustainable products advertising, (6) determined that sustainable products and buildings can be more profitable and cost less than conventional ones, & (7) monetized the economic value of LEED Green Buildings and is developing green building investment funds and mortgage backed securities. 
MTS is a nonprofit public charity comprised of leading environmental groups, state and local governments, and companies increasing market penetration of sustainable products and the subsequent global, health, environmental, economic, and social benefits.  MTS programs have greatly contributed to the 75% sustainable products growth rate over the past five years.  See us at  http://MTS.sustainableproducts.com
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