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FSC Regional Standards Development Process in the Southeast – A Case Study 
 

I. Description of FSC Standards Development Process – “The Rules of the Road”
· FSC Endorsed Working Group w/Balance of Interests
· Shared ownership of Process/Transparent and Accountable
· Standards compatible with FSC P&C and local Ecological, Social, Economic Circumstances
· Fair Decision Making, Clear Grievance Procedure and Revisable
· Must be Harmonized w/adjacent Regional Standards
 

II. Delegation of a Coordinator for Standards Development in the Southeast
· Forest Management Trust and Tall Timbers Research Station team up in 1996
 

III. Stakeholder Identification and Outreach in the Southeast
· 3,600 plus Stakeholders Identified
· Meetings with Forestry Association Leaders/Industry/Academics
 

IV. Formation of the Southeast Working Group
· Mailings to Stakeholders
· Sub-Regional Information Meetings w/Nomination of WG Members
· Balancing the WG by adding Chamber/Geographic Representation
· 18 Member WG representing Ecological, Economic, Social Chambers
 

V. Compilation of Applicable Laws, Rules, BMPs, etc
· Staff function w/help from WG Members
 

VI. Drafting the Standards 
· 5 Multi-day Meetings from Sept 1997 to August 1998
 

VII. Stakeholder Consultation/Field Testing/Redrafting 
· Solicitation of comments from interested stakeholders on working drafts
· Field Test in Central Florida on land managed by Forestry Consultant 
· Incorporated input from stakeholders and Field Testing
 

VIII. Harmonization with Other Regions
· 1999 FSC creates US Standards Committee
· US National Indicators approved January, 2001
· SE WG meets twice in 2001 to Harmonize Draft Standards to the US National Indicators
 

IX. Formal Public Review 
· June 15 – August 15, 2001 Public Comments Solicited 
 

X. Standards Finalization 
· SE WG meets December, 2001 to incorporate public comments US SC comments and results from second field trial
· SE WG works with US SC to finalize the draft standards (Iterative process)
 

XI. Submission to FSC US/FSC International 
· Submitted/Approved final draft to FSC US in June, 2002
· Expect FSC International Board Approval September, 2002 
 

XII. Use of these Standards by Certifiers
· Once finalized these will be the Standards used for all FSC Certification in the Region
