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       Consensus EMERGENCY SMART© Building Product Standard 

National Public Meeting, September September 13, 2006, USG Design Center, Chicago

                                   Hosted by:

American Institute of Architects, City of Chicago, State of Illinois, USG, CitiGroup, Knoll,            USGBC Chicago

A summary of the Draft EMERGENCY Standard was provided including the fact that the Standard was converted from the approved consensus SMART 2.0 Flooring Standard and is identical to it.  

This is an EMERGENCY Standard, part of  AIA’s, the Mayors & MTS policy to fight rising conventional energy costs and reduce 60% of global carbon in the next 5-10 years to stop dangerous climate change before it is irreversible and catastrophic global damages ensue.  For this reason, AIA sent out about 20,000 notices of the Meeting to interested and affected parties.

Many questions were asked about the Standard including the comprehensive independent certification scheme, auditing conducted by Ernst & Young, the life cycle approach, the energy credits, how the reuse and reclamation prerequisite works, and the next steps for Standard approval.  It was noted that the Standard will be sent out for 30 day Ballot to a wide audience, soliciting comment.

Participants were asked if there should be any changes to the Standard as written and none were offered at the meeting and in all inquiries made prior to the meeting.

The need for education was raised to teach the market about what is a certified sustainable product.  Lou Newett with Knoll explained how this has worked well for many standards including ASTM, LEED and GreenGuard.  Lou proposed that a similar process be initiated for SMART Standards whereby manufacturer product reps and A&D reps should be trained to provide accredited 1 hour “lunch & learns” for product purchasers and specifiers,  An exensive discussion ensued as to how to best initiate this training, and a commitment was reached among participants to discuss the issue in a Conference call.                                      

The meeting was adjourned. 

Participants:

Ralph Bicknese, Hellmuth+Bicknese Architects, Committee Vice Chairman

Rik Master, USG, AIA Chicago

Lou Newett, Knoll, Committee Vice Chairman 

Jim DeRoo, City of Chicago

Geoffrey Brookcher,, 4240 architecture

Doug Widener, USGBC Chicago

Scott Ware, Siemens

Kara Pawlak, USG

Richard Manning, Green Building Services

Stacey Munroe, City of Chicago

Wassim Sayde,  USG

Brynn Shaeffer,  USG

John Albrecht, City of Chicago

Andrea Love, City of Chicago

Hill Burgess, Wight & Co.
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