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August 2, 2006

Friends & Interested Parties,

In an unprecedented leadership action, AIA Members decided to aggressively stop dangerous climate change.

Working with the US Conference of Mayors, the Mayors adopted the same Directive AIA Members adopted:  Reduce Fossil Fuel Energy Use in Buildings by 50% in Four Years and Be Carbon Neutral by 2030 to stop dangerous climate change.

Other important initiatives must be implemented to achieve AIA's Member Directive including approval of two EMERGENCY National Standards on Sustainable Building Products and Zero Energy Buildings, both substantially reducing dangerous climate change pollution globally. 

They are EMERGENCY National Standards due to the urgent global need to counter rapidly rising energy costs, and stop dangerous global climate change within the 5-10 yr. window before it’s irreversible and catastrophic global damages ensue according to NASA and the United Kingdom.  

Please join us in finalizing these Standards and their positive, consensus and market based solutions at two National Public Meetings:

                                      National Public Meetings on the

              EMERGENCY Draft Sustainable Building Product Standard
                                           

                                           Sept. 6, USG Showroom, 222 West Hubbard, Chicago 10:30 - 3:00
             
                     EMERGENCY Draft Zero Energy Building Standard


                         Sept. 7, Citigroup,  Third Floor Conference Room, 500 W. Madison St., Chicago 10:30 - 3:00 
                                                                                   Sponsored by: 
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Chicago USGBC Chapter     Phoenix Architects [insert logo]
.

These Emergency National Standards Provide Substantial Global Benefits:
· Help stop dangerous climate change  

· Reduce long term increasing energy costs, improve energy security, and protect the global economy
· Higher ratings for needed capital market investments in certified buildings and products
· Cost savings
· Design innovation
· Product differentiation 
· Long term customer relationships
· Liability reduction 
· Public accountability
· Increased customer & employee good will which is 40% of share value
· Market definition of Sustainable Building Products & Zero Energy Buildings
· The Sustainable Building Product Standard Provides maximum credit/recognition over all product stages/entire global supply chain for certified products with:
      -    100% Reduction of Over 1000 Pollutants covering 12 Environmental Impacts Including Climate Change
      -    100% Use of Green-e Renewable Power 
      -    100% Energy Efficiency
      -    100% Post Consumer Recycled or Organic/BMP Biobased Materials
      -    100% Reuse/Product Reclamation
      -    Social Equity Requirements

The SMART© Building Product Standard is a Product of Four Years of Consensus Voting.  The Standard is almost identical to the approved SMART© Fabric, Flooring and Apparel Standards and California Gold Sustainable Carpet Standard adopted by the State for all purchasing, and has thus gone through four years of substantial consensus including four unanimous Ballot Votes.  For further information on the SMART© Sustainable Building Product Standard, including the Draft Standard, see http://mts.sustainableproducts.com/SMART_Building_Product_Standard

The Zero Energy Building Standard is Performance Based.  It covers all needed steps to take homes and buildings to zero conventional energy including energy audit, reverse metering, renewable power, energy efficiency, energy storage, energy recovery ventilation, and energy cost projections for greater dollar levels of funding through performance contracting and other funding measures.  The Sixth Draft Outline is at:  http://mts.sustainableproducts.com/Zero_Energy

Both Standards Substantially Reduce Climate Change Pollution & Energy Costs:
· Energy Costs are Expected to Increase Annually for the foreseeable future according to the energy investment banking industry and the President, due to global oil and natural gas depletion, increasing demand, and substantial fuel switching (Simmons & Co. 2005).
· Climate Change is at the Tipping Point Including Substantial Damages from extreme events such as hurricanes, droughts, intense storms & tornados.  
· UK Treasury Secretary Brown told UN General Assembly that climate change damages in 5-10 years are likely to be 2.5% of global GDP ($1 trillion) based on projected rising global temperatures (HM Treasury April 2006).  These damages will become dangerous if substantial global pollution reductions are not made now.  
· Swiss Re and the Reinsurance Association said the insurance industry incurred $40B in climate related damages in 2004 and $80B last year and its risk analysts are concerned about higher future damages (Congress. Staff Briefing 2006).  
· The 14 Reinsurance Chief Risk Officers & Lloyds of London concluded that these damages will exceed the capacity of private insurers, forcing governments to step in (CRO Briefing & Lloyds 360 Report 2006).  This transition, of course, will have dire consequences for the ability of governments to finance other existing obligations.  Insurance is 10% of the economy and the entire economy is affected by it (NAIC 2006). 
· Investment Bans Are Being Considered on Buildings not substantially reducing energy and in climate change risk areas by leading investors such as California Pension & Teachers Retirement Systems with $30B in real estate assets (MTS/BOM Special Report Dec. 2005).
· Energy Security will be Greatly Improved by these Standards.
· Substantial Pollution Reductions will be Made by these Standards including climate change, mercury, acid rain, SOx & NOx.  
Please Feel Free to Contact Us If You Have Any Questions or MTS at 202-338-3131, MTS@sustainableproducts.com.  

Thank You for Your Interest in These Very Important Activities Stopping Dangerous Climate Change & Rising Energy Costs & Improving Global Sustainability! 


Sincerely,



Steve Castellanos
Director, Quadnopf, AIA & MTS
Chairman, Zero Energy Building Committee
SteveC@quadknopf.com

Phil Harrison
CEO, Perkins+Will
Chairman, SMART© Building Product Committee
Phil.Harrison@perkinswill.com

cc:   Eric Corey Freed, President, Organic Architects 
       Ralph Bicknese, Principal, Hellmuth-Bicknese
       Lou Newett, Knoll Environmental Director
       Michael Bohn, Director, Bosch
       John Albrecht, City of Chicago
       Dave Hudson, CEO, RTKL
       Rik Master, USG
       Steve Lane, Citigroup
       Mike Italiano, CEO, MTS
1511 Wisconsin Avenue, NW


Washington, DC  20007





Telephone       202-338-3131


Fax                  202-338-2800


Email               � HYPERLINK "mailto:MTS@sustainableproducts.com" ��MTS@sustainableproducts.com�
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