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Friends at BuildingGreen,
 
I write to you because I have met or at least talked to most of you and I know of your extreme dedication to green building.  I am involved with Mike Italiano and the MTS in the development of the SMART® Building Products Standards and am Vice-chair of the Sustainable Building Product Committee
 
· First I would like to make you aware of two important meetings coming up in Chicago Sept. 11 and 12 on Zero Energy Standards and the SMART® Building Products Standards.  Please see the attached flyer for more information. 
· Second I would ask that you consider attending one or both of these events. 
· Third I hope you will be able to post these in the Calendar in the Sept issue of EBN.
· Last but not least I hope you will report on these events and the standards in upcoming issues of Environmental Building News.
 
Please see the announcement below (posted on BigGreen) for additional information:

As you have likely heard on this list and in the news, NASA and the UK concluded that we only have 5-10 years to reduce 60% of global pollution/carbon to stop dangerous climate change or else it's irreversible and catastrophic global damages ensue.

The reason is that climate change, associated global damages, and climate change pollution have been accelerating exponentially for over the past year.  

The 14 Chief Reinsurance Risk Officers and Lloyds recently stated that the existence of private insurance is in jeopardy if these damages go unchecked since the industry suffered $40B in climate damages in 2004, $80B in 2005 and they expect similar future increases.  This transition of course will have dire consequences for the ability of governments to finance existing obligations.  Insurance is 10% of the economy and affects all of it.

AIA and MTS are conducting two National Public Meetings finalizing EMERGENCY Standards to stop dangerous climate change in the 5-10 year window:  Zero Energy Buildings & SMART© Sustainable Building Products covering the global supply chain - the announcement is at this link:  http://www.semaphoria.com/email/aia_080106
These Standards also help offset annually rising conventional energy costs that are having a damaging effect on the economy and energy security.
 
We are looking for leaders to join the Committees to finish these Standards this year for adoption by governments and the capital markets.  Please let us know if you are interested.  I am Vice Chairman of the SMART© Sustainable Building Product Committee and the other Committee Officers are copied.  

Since buildings generate about 50% of climate change pollution and use 75% of our electricity which is primarily from nonclean coal, we are in a very strong strategic leadership position to stop dangerous climate change in the 5-10 yr. window.  

Cheers,
Ralph
 
Ralph Bicknese, AIA, LEED AP
Vice Chairman, SMART© Sustainable Building Product Committee
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cc:      Steve Castellanos, FAIA, Director, AIA, MTS, Quad Nopf  SteveC@quadknopf.com
           Phil Harrison, CEO, Perkins+Will  Phil.Harrison@PerkinsWill.com
           Lou Newett, Knoll Environmental Director  LNewett@Knoll.com
           Michael Bohn, Director, Bosch  michael.bohn@bshg.com
           Eric Corey Freed,  CEO, Organic Architect Eric@organicarchitect.com
           Niels Wolter, Principal, MSB Energy Associates  Wolter@msbnrg.com
           John Albrecht, Assistant Commissioner, City of Chicago  JAlbrecht@cityofchicago.org 
           Michi Pena, Commissioner, City of Chicago mpena@cityofchicago.org 
           Dave Hudson, CEO, RTKL  DHudson@rtkl.com
 
 

